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COURSE IDENTIFICATION NUMBERING SYSTEM




May 14, 2010

Dear Agriculture Faculty Members,

Got C-ID?  The new Course Identification Numbering System is alive and well and we are pleased to announce that implementation will commence immediately for the Agriculture discipline.  In order to eliminate confusion and bring everyone up to speed, we will go over the process and describe the various individuals responsible for each step in that process.  Also attached to this correspondence is an overview of the Agriculture Discipline C-ID and an explanation of where we currently find ourselves in this initiative.
The C-ID Approval process steps: 
1. Individual discipline faculty, in concert with the campus articulation officer, initiate the process of comparing a specific course outline (institution course of record) with the appropriate C-ID Descriptor. C-ID Course Descriptors are available on the C-ID website at www.c-id.net.  Discipline faculty should understand that a C-ID designation indicates a commitment to accept other courses with a C-ID designation in lieu of your native course. In order for C-ID to truly be useful and beneficial to our students, a C-ID designation must be meaningful, useful, and simple – this would not be the case if one C-ID course was not accepted in lieu of another.

2. Once the discipline faculty and articulation office have verified that the college’s course outline of record includes all of the C-ID course objectives and content, the campus articulation officer enters the course into the approval process by completing an approval application online at www.c-id.net and submitting the appropriate course outline(s).
3. Access to the online course approval process and the course outline of record will then be sent to members of the Faculty Discipline Review Group to be considered for a C-ID number.  If the course is found to include 100% of the C-ID Course Descriptor detail, it will be approved.  If the course is not approved because it does not match the descriptor in its entirety, then the C-ID administrator will provide an explanation, by return email to the Articulation Officer, exactly what kept the course from being approved.
4. The campus Articulation Office will then correspond with their specific discipline faculty and determine if changes are in the best interest of the institution for resubmission.

In addition to the above, we would like to highlight another very important aspect of the numbering system that has recently come to light. 

At this point, all the current Descriptor Course Numbers are in the 100’s.  For instance, Introduction to Animal Science is numbered AG-AS 104. 
As the numbering system evolved, another aspect surfaced where the transferability of the course needed to be identified in this process.  
Thus the following allows for the C-ID number that is assigned to reflect the level of transferability:

· C-ID number 01-99 indicates courses that transfer between community colleges but do not transfer to a four-year university

· C-ID number 100 -199 indicates transfer between community colleges and between community colleges and California State Universities

· C-ID number 200-299 indicates total intersegmental transfer between community colleges, California State Universities, and University of California.

Thus, a non-transfer community college course, Introduction to Animal Science, would be numbered AG-AS 04.
A community college course, Introduction to Animal Science that currently transfers to a California State University, will be numbered AG-AS 104.
A community college course, Introduction to Animal Science that currently transfers to both a California State University and University of California, will be numbered AG-AS 204.
This will be determined by the individual campus on the C-ID approval form and verified by the FDRG reviewer using ASSIST.
It is our hope that this process will be easy to use and will serve our institutions, faculty, and students well.  As this is the pilot of a new system, we anticipate bugs will occur.  We will do everything in our power to eliminate confusion and make changes and communicate quickly.  It needs to be emphasized, that the individual responsible for official communication with the C-ID office in the review process is the campus Articulation Officer.  This is designed to eliminate confusion and reduce opportunities for misunderstandings caused by too many individuals communicating simultaneously on the same issue.

We are excited and want to encourage this partnership between all segments of higher education in California.  Articulation Officers and faculty are integral to the success of this project and together we can accomplish a numbering system that will enable articulation and seamless transitions for our students.  
Thank you,
Mark Bender
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