C-ID –Course Qualification Process for Agriculture

This document outlines a process that will be used by the Faculty Discipline Review Group (FDRG) in Agriculture in its function to approve postsecondary agriculture courses to utilize the C-ID Number.  As courses have different purposes, there should be varying levels of scrutiny applied. If there is ever any indication that the level of scrutiny employed is not sufficient, modifications will be made. The guiding principle here is to ensure that courses are what they claim to be through the use of a validation process that has integrity, but that is not overly cumbersome. Once assigned, a C-ID designation will be in place for, at most, 6 years. After 6 years (or less, if deemed appropriate by the FDRG), a process will be implemented for re-validation. The details of this cycle are yet to be determined – but designations will not be in place indefinitely, as this was a criticism of the old CAN System.

The official Application process will be initiated and monitored by the individual campus Articulation Officer in concert with the specific discipline faculty at each college.  What is presented here are the details that explain how the Agriculture discipline will move through the approval process and suggests utilizing the Course Approval worksheets contained in the CPAGCANS.com website under the C-ID tab.  This process has been agreed upon by the discipline and the C-ID Advisory Board for Agriculture.
Level I – Self Application/Validation and FDRG Approval

All courses will be subject to Level I scrutiny. This involves comparison of the specific institution official Course Outline of Record (CoR) to the C-ID Descriptor and to a worksheet check-off list recommended for each specific course. Discipline faculty at the college must clarify (in writing or with an attached Syllabus) if something listed in the C-ID Descriptor is present in the course but is not clearly delineated on the CoR. This ensures that differences in CoR detail will not result in a course being removed from consideration for a C-ID designation and may require an email outside of the “official” C-ID Application website process initiated by the campus Articulation Officer.  
One or more members of the Agriculture FDRG will review each CoR that is submitted and recommend approval or not.  If the one Agriculture FDRG member does not approve the institution’s CoR, the application will be discussed with another FDRG member for consultation and a third if there is disagreement between the first two reviewers.  It is expected that courses will approximate (allows for differences in verbiage) 100% of the objectives and content listed in the C-ID Descriptor.  All Agriculture C-ID courses that do not transfer or only transfer as elective unit credit (i.e., not GE, major preparation, or a graduation requirement at a transfer institution; no course-to-course articulation possible) will undergo this first level of scrutiny.   If the cc course is not transferrable at the specific community college applying for C-ID number designation, it will receive a two digit C-ID number denoting that the course is not of university transfer level at that institution  (e.g.an Animal Science course descriptor numbered C-ID AG-AS 108 that was not university transferrable at the specific community college would be numbered C-ID AG-AS 08 for that community college only).  In this way, a course that is not university transferrable does not infer transferability simply because of a C-ID designation, but still allows for transfer between community colleges.  It also allows for courses that historically have not been university transfer level to still utilize the C-ID numbering system.  Once a CCC opts into the C-ID system, they are indicating that they will accept courses with a C-ID designation.   In the agriculture discipline, these Level I courses are within particular disciplines that typically are not offered at most universities.

Level II – External Validation and GE Articulation

Courses that transfer as general education requirements will receive Level II scrutiny. Two FDRG members will review the CoR and ensure that it is consistent with the descriptor and that all items on the check-off list are addressed. If the 2 FDRG members do not agree, a third member will review.  The course must approximate (allows for differences in verbiage)  100% of the course objectives and content listed in the C-ID Descriptor.  In addition, the course must also be articulated as a GE course for either the CSU or IGETC transfer pattern and has been approved through the Statewide CSU/IGETC GE process.
Level III - External Validation and Major-preparation Articulation

Courses that transfer as major preparation only will receive Level III scrutiny. Two FDRG members will review the CoR and ensure that it is consistent with the descriptor and that all items on the check-off list are addressed. The course must approximate (allows for differences in verbiage) 100% of the course objectives and content listed in the C-ID Descriptor.  If the 2 FDRG members do not agree, a third member will review. Ideally, one of the reviewers will be from the UC or CSU. In addition, because of the limited number of universities offering agriculture degrees, the course must also be articulated with at least 1 CSU or UC as major preparation or degree elective as indicated through the Statewide Postsecondary Agriculture Articulation Agreements already in place. A C-ID designation for courses that undergo this level of scrutiny would represent a consistent pattern of existing articulation – “backwards articulation” – the C-ID designation would signify not only consistency with the designation, but the presence of course-to-course articulation. 

In addition, university courses that are part of the Statewide Postsecondary Agriculture Articulation Agreements will be “grandfathered” to automatically utilize the C-ID number.
Courses not receiving approval

If/when a course fails to receive a C-ID designation, the submitting college will be informed of the reasons for the failure through the application process. It is hoped that this process will facilitate the establishment of new articulation by identifying course components that are missing or are somehow impeding articulation.

Lastly, a numbering system has surfaced recently that designates the level of articulation an individual course will be approved under.  What follows has now been approved statewide by the C-ID Advisory Board and will be utilized throughout this process.

· C-ID AG Prefix 01-99 for courses that transfer between community colleges and do not transfer to a 4 year university as explained above

· C-ID AG Prefix 100 -199 denotes transfer both between community colleges and California State Universities
· C-ID AG Prefix 200-299 denotes intersegmental transfer between community colleges, California State Universities, and University of California (the most recent change to the numbering system).
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